
RESOLUTION NUMBER 44 

HONORING LOU BROCK  

 

WHEREAS, Lou Brock was born June 18, 1939 in El Dorado, Arkansas, the seventh of nine children; and  

WHEREAS, although he spent a lot of time working as a child and did not start playing organized baseball 

until relatively late in his childhood, Lou Brock was a natural and became one of the all-time greats; and 

WHEREAS, Lou Brock graduated high school third in his class attended Southern University initially on an 

athletic scholarship.  When Brock fell a little short one semester of the academic stipulations that came with the 

scholarship, not being one to let a setback stop his dreams, he took a job working for the baseball team.  When 

they gave him a chance to prove his talent as a player, he was offered a full baseball scholarship; and 

WHEREAS, Lou Brock played college baseball for Southern University where the team became the first 

historically black to win the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics’ baseball championship.  Lou was 

selected by the U.S. Olympic Committee to play for the United States Pan American Games that same year; and 

WHEREAS, in 1960, Lou was signed by the Chicago Cubs where he played until traded to the St. Louis 

Cardinals in 1964; and 

WHEREAS, now seen as the best trade in St. Louis Cardinal’s history, Brock joined the team and helped them 

go from fourth place and 6 ½ games from first place, to beating the New York Yankees in the World Series.  

Brock hit .348, scored 81 runs and stole 33 bases in 103 games with the Cardinals that year; and 

WHEREAS, During the next 12 seasons, he averaged 65 steals and 99 runs scored a year. He helped the 

Cardinals to World Series wins in 1964 and 1967 and to another pennant in 1968, the year he led the National 

League in doubles, triples and stolen bases. He batted .439 in the 1967 and 1968 postseasons, which included 12 

hits in the 1967 World Series and a record 13 hits in the 1968 series; and 

WHEREAS, Lou Brock broke the record for stolen bases in a season in 1974 with 118 stolen bases.  He also 

broke the record of most stolen bases in a career with 938 at the time of his retirement; and 

WHEREAS, Lou Brock’s other notable on the field achievements include becoming the 14th player in baseball 

history to surpass 3,000 hits, with 1.610 runs scored, 900 runs batted in and 149 home runs; and 

WHEREAS, Brock received numerous awards during his playing career. The list includes the Babe Ruth 

Award as the outstanding player in the 1967 World Series; The Sporting News Player of the Year Award in 

1974 & 1979; The Jackie Robinson Award and the Roberto Clemente Award in March 1975, for best 

exemplifying the game of baseball both on and off the field; the Lou Gehrig Memorial Award in 1977 as the 

player who best exemplified Lou Gehrig's ability and character. In 1978, the National League announced that its 

annual stolen base leader would receive the Lou Brock Award, making Brock the first active player to have an 

award named after him; and 

WHEREAS, Lou Brock was inducted in to the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1985, his first year of eligibility; and   

WHEREAS, after baseball, Lou Brock was a successful businessman and continued to give back to the 

communities.  He and his wife, Jackie, were both ordained ministers serving at Abundant Life Fellowship 

Church in St. Louis. In 2002, Brock received the Horatio Alger Association of Distinguished Americans Award. 

Brock established and Endowment Scholarship Fund at Southern University to provide scholarships to give 

low-income high school students the same opportunity he had; and 
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WHEREAS, Lou Brock was a great ball player, a great man, and a St. Louis treasure who will be greatly 

missed. His indomitable spirit can serve as a source of inspiration for any young person looking to achieve 

success.  Brock leaves his wife, Jacqueline, his daughter Wanda and son, Lou Brock Jr., to cherish his memory.   

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that we pause to 

recognize and celebrate the life of Mr. Lou Brock and acknowledge his many accomplishments and 

contributions to the City of St. Louis, and the joy he gave baseball fans all across the world. We further direct 

the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to 

prepare a memorial copy to the end that it may be presented to those deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 

 

Introduced this 18th day of September, 2020 by:  

The Honorable Lewis Reed, President of the Board of Aldermen  

 

Adopted this 18th day of September, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________     __________________________ 

Terry Kennedy      Lewis E. Reed 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen     President, Board of Aldermen 

 


